Minutes of 

Bickley, Hampton, Edge & Larkton Parish Meetings

at Bickley Coronation Hall, 16th March 2010 

PRESENT

Chairman - Mr. P. Guildford (Parish Council Chairman)

No Mans Heath & District Parish Councillors:-
Mr. H. Ackerley
Mr. J. Bailey

Mrs. P. Clutton
Mr. R. Dobson



Mr. P. Done

Mr. D. Lithgow-Smith

Mr. R. Robertson
Mr. M. Wise



Mr. H. Wright
Members of the Parish or Public - 8
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Parish meeting and explained at very short notice the speaker on highways safety from Cheshire West & Chester Council had been unable to attend as a result a second meeting had been arranged purely to look at this matter on Tuesday 20th April at Edge Village Hall from 7pm.
He also announced the following dates:-

· Saturday 27th March 10:30 to 11:30 the Parish Council would be holding surgeries at both the Coronation Hall Bickley and the Village Stores, No Mans Heath these would also be attended by the Police and Community Safety Wardens.

· May 18th – Annual (or First) Meeting of the Parish Council at Edge Village Hall from 7:30pm
1. TO AGREE HOLDING ALL PARISH MEETINGS CONCURRENTLY 
It was agreed that the Parish meetings of Bickley, Edge, Hampton and Larkton should be held concurrently.
2. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE PARISH MEETINGS 
It was agreed that the Chairman signed, as a correct record the circulated minutes of the Parish meetings held on 17th March 2009.
3. TO RECEIVE PRESENTATIONS:-
Malpas First Responders
Gary Ashby introduced himself as the Rural Community Paramedic covering this area and raised the following points:-
· The First Responders had been covering this area for sometime however they needed parish council/community support for a number of reasons including attracting more volunteers.

· Schemes throughout the area all worked differently.

· He offered to run a two hour emergency first aid course for up to 20 people if this could be arranged in terms of numbers and a location. (Between 12 and 20 to attend).
Pete Lewis introduced himself as the Coordinator for the Malpas First Response Team and made the following points:-

· He had taken over from Graeme Andrews who had been the coordinator for almost eight years, he thanked Graeme for all his hard work as coordinator and of the fantastic job he had done.

· Mr. Lewis explained he thoroughly enjoys being a First Responder as it is in contrast with his full-time employment which is office based. He enjoys working with the North West Ambulance Service who are highly professional. He firmly believes he is making a difference.

· Additional responders are required to allow greater coverage in terms of time and area, even if they are only covering a couple of hours during a day – the more volunteers the more continued coverage can be achieved and shift patterns can be developed.
Fran Lithgow-Smith introduced herself as the newest Malpas First Responder and made the following points:-

· She had enrolled two years ago but has only been ‘live’ for 9 months following training.

· She had always had an interest in medical matters but had not medical experience or training.

· To become a First Responder she had taken part in training over a seven week period and had also gone out with an ambulance to see how they operate.

· Mrs. Lithgow-Smith reiterated that there was a crucial need for more volunteers as the Responders did received a large number of calls – she had received three that day.

· She believed to get volunteers the Responders needed a much more positive press in local newsletters. She also suggested displaying posters around the area and a leaflet drop plus the possibility of having a stand/presence outside the Village Stores to publicize the Responders activities and need for volunteers.
QUESTIONS

Was there an age limits for volunteers?

There was no upper age limit however volunteers had to be 18 or over.

It was agreed the Responders would join No Mans Heath & District Parish Councillors, the police and Community Safety Wardens at the Surgery Being held outside the Village Stores in No Mans Heath on Saturday 27th March.
Community Safety Wardens (CSW)
Yvonne Goodwin introduced herself as the Supervisor for the Chester CSWs who cover the old Chester City Council Area, she went on to make the following points:-
· The CSWs had been introduced by Chester City Council 5 years ago and had now become part of Cheshire West and Chester Council.
· The wardens were no longer allocated to specific areas but would cover both rural and urban areas.

· The rural area was crucial in the work of the CSWs and there was a strong commitment not to neglect these areas.

· A new anti-social behavior number was being launched – all calls made to this number would receive a call back within 48 hours and callers would be given updates on actions taken as a result of their call within 14 days. The number is 

0300 123 7 033
· CSWs handle wide range of issues including anti-social behavior, fly tipping, abandoned vehicles as well as carrying out visits to businesses and hold working shops for younger members of the community and visiting schools etc.

· If the Wardens are unable to handle and issue they will forward it to other partner organizations including Chester & District Housing Trust, the police etc. 

· The CSWs are not a response service so in an emergency the police should still be called.

·  The CSWs are also in the process of receiving First Responder Training.
QUESTIONS

Where do the CSWs spend most of their time?
At present to CSWs are based in the Lodge in the Grosvenor Park in Chester. They will rotate around all the wards on a weekly basis. Ellesmere Port and the former Vale Royal are covered by a separate group of Wardens.
Police

PC Rob Boulton introduced himself as the Malpas Community Action Team Policeman, based at Dragon Hall, he raised the following points:-
· As the Malpas policeman he covers an area from the Broxton roundabout to the Welsh Border over to the A49 and the Shropshire Border – he is also supported by PCSO Tracey Shaw.

· Crimes reported in the last 30 days in No Mans Heath Parish Council area included incidences of vandalism on the A49 and at Hampton Heath as well as small number of burglaries.

· Due to the main road network in the area we are a target for travelling criminals from large urban areas.
· The police have recently been active with VOSA and the traffic department carrying out checks on vehicle safety etc particularly looking at larger vehicles, buses and lorries.

· There has also been an increased presence by the traffic police on the main roads in the area carryout speed checks.

· There had been and was continuing to be a number of cross border operations during nights where a large number of vehicles are being stopped and check entering and leaving the area.

· PC Boulton stated in the last 2 or 3 years the police in the area had become a lot more proactive taking part in operations and acting on intelligence received.
· Although he is a ‘community policeman’ he is also responding to calls which depending on the nature of the call plus the geography and scale of the area covered can take up a whole shift which is in contrast to urban policing.

QUESTIONS

It had been asked on behalf of the Parish Council at a number of meetings if the rural police coverage was likely to be increased – the response received had been assurances that it would not be reduced, what was PC Boulton’s view?
He did not believe the coverage could or would be diluted and due to cross border operations which can include up to 27 police vehicles and the increased traffic police presence in the area there in many ways had been an increase in visible policing in the area.

It was suggested that the traffic police should do more to encourage slow road users (inc. tractors) to pull over allowing vehicles past as they were resulting in dangerous overtaking maneuvers.
PC Boulton agreed to pass on this view to the traffic police.

4. OPEN FORUM

Mrs Wright, Vice-Chairman of Edge Village Hall thanked No Mans Heath & District Parish Council for the financial support they have given Edge Village Hall, which had helped to keep a very old building operating.
A resident of Bickley highlighted soil/mud on a number of lanes including Bickley Town Lane and Grotsworth Lane. The clerk will report this to CW&C Highways department.

The Chairman thanked all the speakers for their presentations and everyone for attending the meeting.
The meeting closed at 8:30pm 
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 22nd March 2010
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