Minutes of No Mans Heath & District 
Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting held at  
Edge Village Hall

 20th April 2010
PRESENT

Chairman  – Mr. P. Guildford
	Mr. H. Ackerley
Mr. D. Dakin

Mrs. F. Hughes

Mr. R. Robertson
	Mr. J. Bailey

Mr. P. Done

Mr. Lithgow-Smith

Mr. M. Wise
	Mrs. P Clutton

Mrs. L. Greenwood

Mrs. E. Newport

Mr. H. Wright


PC Rob Boulton
Members of Public & Parish 16
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

APOLOGIES 
Cllr. R. Dobson – Family Commitment
Cllr. H. Boulton – Family Commitment
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None declared.
PRESENTATION & OPEN DISCUSSION ON ROAD SAFETY
Jim Gibbins (accompanied by Steve Bentley) – Cheshire West & Chester (CW&C) Road Safety Engineering Team Leader gave a presentation and answered questions on road safety issues during which the following points were made:-

· The CW&C Road Safety Team is divided into three sections
1. Education & Training

2. Road Safety Engineering

3. Vulnerable Road Users (there is also a separate cycle project team).

· Under section 39 of the Road Traffic Act 1988 the CW&C has a responsibility/statutory duty to investigate all road collisions and take action to prevent collisions. 
· Collisions/Road accidents fall into a number of categories

1. None reported/recorded accidents – possibly those involved just exchange insurance details.

2. Recorded – but no or slight injury

3. Serious Injury or Fatality (KSI)
· Government sets targets local authorities have to meet regarding road accidents, these were set in 2000 as part of the ‘Tomorrows Roads Safer for Everyone’ which is a 10 year strategy which is due to finish this year. Targets include:-
1. Reduction of 40% Killed or Seriously Injured (KSI) – CW&C met last year

2. Reduction of 50% children KSI

3. Reduction of 10% Accidents Slight injury.

· These targets are due to be replaced by the ‘Safer Way’ a 20 year strategy – this has been delayed by an urgent review of driving under the influence of drink and drugs and the general election.

· Education & Training includes ‘Pass Plus Extra’ providing training for young/new drivers, National & Local awareness campaigns e.g. drink driving, use of mobiles, wearing seat belts and speed kills campaigns. There are also National Speed Awareness Courses and a Driver Improvement Scheme which are offered to drivers instead of points on their license.
· Vulnerable Road Users – provides cycling schemes, scooter commuter, also have an access officer considering disability issues.

· Road Safety Engineers have a number of responsibilities including:-

1. Traffic Collision Investigation

2. Collision data management
3. Collision reduction schemes including local safety schemes

4. Road Safety Audit

5. Safety Cameras

6. Speed Limit Review

7. SIDs (speed indicator devices)

· They consult with groups rather than individuals (unless individuals directly effected e.g. traffic lights outside the house)

· The budget of the road safety team can only be used to reduce collisions – funding limited and covers a wide area – therefore they are forced to prioritise based on the following:-

1. Identifiable collision history
2. Feasibility – economically viable

3. Achievable – help obtain government targets

· Spending during the last financial year – Local safety Schemes £356K, Speed Review £141K. (the cost of small traffic island £10,000).
· Each year a study is carried out of cluster sites (spots where number of accidents have taken place).

· ‘RED ROUTES’ – where there is a high risk of a crash and serious injury/killed – have introduced a scheme of highly visible signs – includes the A41 north of the Broxton roundabout to Christleton. Scheme includes engineering, education and enforcement.
· ‘Dangerous Roads’ – no such thing, only dangerous drivers. 99% of collisions are driver/rider error.

HAMPTON HEATH ROUNDABOUT
· Includes 5 roads.
· 2005-2009 - 4 recorded injuries all slight (2005 x2, 2007 x1, 2008 x1)

· Would expect rear end shunts at all roundabouts – low number at this round about.

· Problem – visibility when exiting from Malpas & Witney Lane.

· Majority of vehicles from the A41 use a rolling manoeuvre (don’t completely stop).

· Concern was raised that particularly lorries enter the round about from Whitchurch without even slowing down – they do not expect vehicles from the left.

· Roundabout did not have physical evidence of cars losing control.

BICKLEY ROAD A41 JUNCTION
· Has clear visibility in both directions
· Road markings are in good condition

· 5 recorded accidents between 2005-2009, 1 fatality, 2 serious and 2 slight (2 in the wet).

· High speed approach (Does this create/increase the visibility issue?)

· Concerns were raised about the slopes from Bickley Lane onto the A41 which create issues during wet and icy weather – vehicles slide into A41. – Would anti-skid surface help?

· Speed limit review – was carried out on A & B roads nationwide to be implemented during 2011-2010 according to central government instructions. Was carried out by external consultants. The review has produced a series of recommendations which will be implemented based on priority of number and severity of accidents.

· No change in speed limit has been recommended between Broxton round about and county boundary (South).
· What can we do? (as CW&C) – Listen to the problems/concerns, there is no overnight solution, but suggestions and opinions are valued. Would not be able to use collision reduction funding due to the very low number of collisions – due to lack of resources there is a need to target areas with a high number of collisions. (parts of CW&C have had 22 accidents in the same time periods being considered).

· There is a possibility of improving signing and lining.

· Will continue to monitor both locations.

QUESTIONS & GENERAL COMMENTS
· Red Route Signs are part of a three year project now into its second year so data on their impact is still being collected. After 2 years the number of collisions has reduced but factors are still to be indentified and measured.
· Too many signs on our roads inc. A41– and they are not the right ones. Instead of using ‘Slippery signs’ solve the problem.

· Two dangerous areas highlighted:-

1. Speed limit on entering Milton Green (from Chester) goes from 50mph to 60mph to 40mph in less than a mile.

2. Dips on A41 before the Broxton roundabout (from Chester) which can conceal a vehicle.

· Concern was expressed that those introducing the signs do not drive along the road regularly.

· Comment was read that a resident on Witney Lane had watched the Hampton Heath round about on Saturday 17th May and in a space of 20 minutes a there had been a total of 10 near misses of cars coming from Whitchurch and Malpas. Also later that day a pick up was travelling from Malpas so fast that it had to cut across the grass verge. Issues were also raised about accessing and exiting Witney Lane.
· Residents explain how some drivers glance at traffic on the A41 through the public houses car park before accessing the roundabout from Malpas.

· A suggestion was reviewed that included removing part of the round about to allow those exiting from Malpas to pull out further onto the roundabout to improve visibility, - it was felt that this would speed up traffic from Whitchurch and reduce the ability of large vehicle to turn towards Malpas from Whitchurch.

· The purpose of a round about is to allow a steady flow of traffic but also to slow it down.

· To change to shape/size of the round about would cost about £250,000.

· Suggestion was made to introduce a ‘STOP’ sign at the exit from Whitchurch – was not believed this would not meet necessary criteria.
· Was it possible to monitor the speed of traffic entering the round about from Whitchurch – it was agreed this would be done for a period of two weeks.

· Rumble strips were suggested – would be too close to residential buildings.

· The fact that continental wagon drivers are sat on the left of their vehicles adding a different dimension to visibility.

·  Consider ways of reducing visibility to slow vehicles down – speed is a result of drivers believing the road is safe/clear.
· Limitations on changing the round about as it is on a wide load route.

· Possibility of ‘rumble free’ strips (still feel a bump) – again would be unlikely to meet national criteria would also cost around £20,000 – use a long lasting  paint standard yellow paint would not last.
· Concerns were raised about speed of vehicles travelling between Malpas and Cross o’th Hill – 60mph de-restricted speed limit with no footpath, no central white line (too narrow), has a riding school and is used like a racetrack although not always breaking the speed limit. According to government policy should be 40mph. This road was a ‘B’ road up until about 5 years ago.

· It was agreed that the these issues would continue to be investigated by the Mr. Gibbins and Mr. Bentley and No Mans Heath & District Parish Council.

· The chairman thanked all for attending and Mr. Gibbins for his presentation.
The meeting closed at 8:45
The Next scheduled PARISH COUNCIL MEETING is the ANNUAL or FIRST MEETING 

on Tuesday 18th May 2010 at Edge Village Hall.

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 17th February 2010.
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