Minutes of No Mans Heath & District 
Parish Council Meeting held at

 Edge Village Hall 

21 July 2009
PRESENT

Chairman  – Mr. P. Guildford
	Mrs. H. Bolton
Mrs. F. Hughes

Mr. J. Bailey

Mr. N. Richardson

Mr. H. Wright

PCSO Tracey Shaw
	Mrs. P. Clutton

Mrs. E. Newport 
Mr. D. Dakin

Mr. R. Robertson


	Mrs. L. Greenwood

Mr. H. Ackerley

Mr. P. Done
Mr. M. Wise


Members of Public & Parish 3
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

APOLOGIES 
Cllr . R. Dobson – Work commitments
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Cllr. Ackerley declared a prejudicial interest in Item 6 – Donations.

Cllr. Bailey declared a prejudicial interest in Item 6 – Donations.

Cllr. Hughes declared a prejudicial interest in Item 6 – Donations.

Cllr. Wright declared a prejudicial interest in Item 6 – Donations.

Cllr. Robertson declared a personal interest in Item 6 – Donations as an advisor to the Bickley Village Hall Committee.

Cllr. Dakin declared a prejudicial interest in Item 7 – Planning

Cllr. Clutton declared a personal interest in item 10 as a resident of Witney Lane.

OPEN FORUM

Cllr. Dakin  explained that the planning application received from himself was to extend an existing farm building to allow more animals to be housed and that the farm had the capacity to manage the manure produced.
Mrs S. Edwards spoke in favour of calling the road identified as Smithy lane, Hall lane and maintaining the lane where the Smithy Lane sign had been erected as Smithy Lane.

PCSO Tracey Shaw reported since the last meeting there had been a greater police presence on Witney Lane. The travellers who had camped on the A41 in No Mans Heath had caused some disruption but had no stayed in the area as long as had been expected. Cllr. Guildford commented on the excellent response he had received from the police particularly PC Boulton regarding this matter. The police have also been paying increased attention to nuisance parking in No Mans Heath particularly Back Lane. 

MINUTES
09/014 RESOLVED - That the Chairman signs the minutes of the Parish Council 
Meeting held on 19th May 2009 as a true record.
ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS
09/015 RESOLVED – The council agreed the accounts as recorded on page 29 of the 

cash book and the following payments
· Clerk’s Salary & Expenses £478.39

· Printing (Annual Report) £21.00

DONATIONS

09/016 RESOLVED – The council agreed the following donations:-
· £100.00 each to both the Crewe and Nantwich Citizen’s Advice Bureau and Chester Citizen’s Advice Bureau.

Councillors Ackerley, Bailey & Hughes all left the meeting at this point and took no part in the debate.
· £1000.00 Bickley Coronation Hall.

Councillor Wright left the meeting at this point and took no part in the debate.
· £1000.00 Edge Village Hall

PLANNING

The council agreed the observations as recorded on page 24 of the planning register.

09/017 RESOLVED – the council agreed the following observations:-

09/11017/LBC Ashton Cross Farm – Extension to annexe building
Councillor Wise declared a personal interest due to a business relationship with the applicant.
· No Objection
Councillor Dakin left the meeting at this point and took no part in the debate.
09/10974/FUL Manor House Farm – Extension to existing agricultural building
· No Objection

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The clerk asked the parish council to review the way in which it handles planning applications highlighting that 27 planning applications had been received by the parish council last year and it had commented on only 9. Two proposals were put forward for consideration, forming a committee of the council with delegated powers to comment on planning applications when there is no parish council meeting or holding parish council meetings every six weeks allowing applications to be considered at full council meetings. It was agreed to consider these proposals at the September meeting of the parish council.

EDGE ROAD NAMES

The clerk reported that the proposed name of Edge Green Lane for the lane signed Mates Lane had been agreed by 4 of 5 residents of the lane (the 5th had not responded), this has now been submitted to Cheshire West and Chester (CW&C) council for approval.
Since the last parish council correspondence had been received requesting the sign for Smithy Lane should remain where it had been erected and that lane intended to be Smithy Lane should be called Hall Lane. It was agreed that the clerk should see if the deeds for the area show this lane as Smithy Lane and that the matter should be finalised at the September meeting of the Parish Council.

WITNEY LANE
The clerk reported since the last meeting 43 letters had been sent out to residents on Witney Lane, Market Place and Chester Road highlighting the issues of anti-social or nuisance behaviour and asking residents to report incidents to the police. As a result the clerk had received two phone calls from residents asking about the behaviour which was taking place. It was confirmed that the police and CDHT have looked into the concerns raised at the last meeting and a more visible police presence has been seen in the area.
This matter will be included on the September agenda to allow feedback following the summer holidays, PCSO Tracey Shaw agreed to bring a report updating the parish council on this matter to that meeting.

NOTICE BOARD

It was agreed that the clerk should meet with Cllr Robertson at the Bickley Coronation Hall to look at the different options for a bigger notice board there including in the bus shelter. It was agreed that before any action was taken agreement should be sort from the Cholmondeley Estate and residents of Saint Wenefrede’s Green.
NO MANS HEATH SPORTS PROGRAMME
It was agreed that a number of councillors and the clerk should meet with Errol Stephenson to discuss how the sports programme is going and a report back to the September meeting of the parish council.

LITTLER’S CROFT

The clerk reported the idea of helping to establish a small group to act as the ‘Friends of Littler’s Croft’ to help promote and develop the playing field but not to take over the day-to-day running and maintenance of the field. It was agreed that councillors should consider this idea and discuss it with other interested people and that an article should go in the Village Voice asking for volunteers.

SURGERIES

Deferred until September meeting.

ELECTORAL BOUNDARY REVIEW
The council agreed to make no comment.

SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE (SID)
It was confirmed that the SID had been booked for the week beginning 7th September to be used at Hampton Heath.
POLICE PLEDGE

The request for Parish councils to collate information received from residents on whether the police are meeting their pledge has been circulated by the Cheshire Association of Local Councils to all member councils it is hoped this will produce some feedback. Cllr. Guildford agreed to put some information regarding monitoring the police pledge in the Village Voice.
STANDING ORDERS

09/018 RESOLVED – the council accepted the Standing Orders as agreed at the May 

2009 meeting of the Parish Council.

ANNUAL REPORT
The clerk reported that the Annual Report had been sent to every house hold in the parish councils ward, through the Bickley Newsletter, the No Mans Heath Village Voice or by post and was available on the parish council’s website. Additional copies had been left at the Malpas public Library and copies had been sent to relevant departments at CW&C including the Overview and scrutiny Committee which was reviewing parish councils at the present.
One comment had been received that the paper copy was handy size.

MEETING FEEDBACK

Councillors reported on the following meetings:-
Cheshire Community Action Rural Transport Evening – This had been attended by Cllrs Clutton and Greenwood, the event was very well attended and allowed for the pooling of ideas regarding rural transport or the lack of it. There was an excellent presentation on the community car scheme which it was suggested could be publicised in the Village Voice and possibly on the parish council’s website.

Quality Council’s Forum – This had been attended by Cllrs. Dobson and Hughes, the event had highlighted how different the quality councils were with No Mans Heath being quite small. For the next meeting they were to consider what was good about our parish council.
CW&C Overview and Scrutiny Committee – This meeting had been attended by Cllr. Guildford and the clerk who reported the new authority was looking at how parish councils operate, their relationship with the new authority and also how unparished areas operate.

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.

Next Meeting Tuesday 15th September 2009 
at the Bishop Heber High School.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 27th July  2009
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