Minutes of No Mans Heath & District 
Parish Council Meeting held at

 Bickley Coronation Hall 

17 March 2009
PRESENT

Chairman  – Mr. R. Dobson
	Mrs. H. Bolton
Mrs. E. Newport 
Mr. P. Done
Mr. N. Richardson
	Mrs. P. Clutton

Mr. H. Ackerley

Mr. P. Guildford

Mr. R. Robertson
	Mrs. F. Hughes

Mr. J. Bailey

Mr. E. Newport 

Mr. M. Wise


Members of Public & Parish 3
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

118. APOLOGIES 
Mr. H. Wright – Business.
119. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Item 10 Cllr. Wise declared a prejudicial interest as a landowner adjacent to the route of the permissive footpath

120. MINUTES
Resolved - That the Chairman signs the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th January 2009 and the extraordinary meeting held on the 6th February 2009 as a true record.
121. COUNCILLOR VACANCY
The clerk reported Mr. S. Beech had resigned from the council and that the notice to call an election to fill his seat was being displayed. Once the statutory period for the notices display is completed the council will be informed if an election has been called if not the council will be free to advertise for co-option.
It was agreed that the clerk should write to Mr. Beech to thank him for all his hard work as a councillor over the years.
123. NO MANS HEATH SPORTS PROGRAMME
The clerk reported that the following funding had been obtained to cover the cost of the two sports programmes as agreed at the January meeting the total cost of which was £3430.
· £500 – provided through PCSO Tracey Shaw

· £250.90 – provided by the Cheshire Police Authority

· £2000.00 – provided by the Cheshire Fire Authority

This leaves the parish council with a sum of £679.10 to pay, however the clerk is to continue to seek funding for this programme plus possible future ones.
A leaflet and application form had been received from Banks Developments for their community funding programme, the council agreed it would not apply for funding from this source.

124. ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS
Resolved - Council accepted the accounts for the chairman to sign as circulated pages 20 & 21 of the No Mans Heath & District Parish Council Cash Book.

RESOLVED - The council agreed the following payments

· Clerk Ann Wright –salary for the period 26th January to 31st March 2009 plus expenses £606.16.

· Mrs. M. Goff back pay – amount to be confirmed.
· Bickley Coronation Hall – Room hire £48.00

125. DONATION 

The council agreed that the council will consider a donation to the Citizen’s Advice Bureau at the May meeting of the council when Cllr. Harper Wright can provide more information about this matter.

116. TRAINING
It was agreed to hold a training session on the powers and functions of Parish Councils to be facilitated by Jackie Weaver of the Cheshire Association of Local Councils. The event will be held on the 28th April at Bickley Coronation Hall. The clerk will invite neighbouring parish councils to attend at a minimum cost of £12 per head depending on numbers to cover costs.
117. PLANNING

Resolved – Acceptance of the observations as recorded on page 20 of the planning register.

09/10238/FUL Holly Cottage 30 Back Lane Macefen (Neighbouring Parish) – Two Bedroom bungalow

The council resolved to make the following observations:

· The council does not support this application on a number of grounds.

· The parish council still believes that the access to the proposed bungalow is unsuitable due to the lack of visibility and the speed at which traffic travels along Cross O’th Hill Road at this point. The council is still concerned that vehicles will be backing onto Cross O’th Hill Road if more than one vehicle is parked on the drive. It was also noted by the council that even vehicles pulling forwards onto the road will have to come a long way out of the property to gain visibility.

· The proposed dwelling represents over development of the site.

· The proposed dwelling does not reflect the established building line of Cross O’th Hill Road.

· The council does not believe that existing sewerage and drainage systems can accommodate additional properties.

· Please note that the maps enclosed with this application do not show all existing properties in this location.

09/10262/OUT Blue Cap House Blue Cap Lane, Hampton – Four three bedroom dwellings.

The council resolved to make the following observations:

· The council supports the development of this site for residential purposes.

· The council supports a contaminated land survey.

· Properties built should be in-keeping with the character of the area in terms of materials used and height.

· Final permission should not be given without detailed plans for the handling/removal of sewerage and surface water from the site as there is no mains sewerage facilities at that location and existing facilities for Blue Cap House are not believed to be adequate for 4 additional dwellings.

· The council is concerned that there is inadequate parking for a rural area with limited public transport as there is provision for only 1 vehicle per property; this is likely to lead to vehicles parking on the main highway which is highly inappropriate.

· The council asks what the provision is for affordable housing on the site.

· The council would also like it noting that this application for four new dwellings brings with no commuted sum to the parish (the minimum number of houses for a commuted sum being 5) which has very limited facilities including no playing field/play area. While the parish council welcomes this residential development increasing the sustainability of the village of Hampton it calls upon planning officers to ensure all developments in rural areas carry a commuted sum agreement so that community facilities can grow with the population. 

118. PERMISSIVE FOOTPATH (Neighbouring Parish)

The clerk reported the land owner has put plans for a permissive footpath on hold for twelve months but would like to come to a future parish council meeting to talk about the English Nature stewardship scheme in the future.
119. POLICE PLEDGE

It was agreed that Cllr. Guildford  will attend the CHALC Chester Area meeting to ask that Parish Councils monitor the police pledge, to attend emergency calls with 15 minutes in urban areas and 20 minutes in rural ones.
It was also agreed this should be highlighted in the No Mans Heath Village Voice and that those who have had occasion to call the police for an emergency should be asked to contact the Parish council with response times.

120. QUALITY STATUS

The clerk reported that No Mans Heath Parish Council had been awarded Quality Parish Council Status. A letter was read from Cllr. Margaret Parker leader of Chester City Council congratulating the council on its achievement. The council agreed to consider an appropriate way to mark this at the May meeting. 

Cllrs. Hughes & Dobson were nominated to attend the Cheshire Quality Forum.
RESOLVED – The council should purchase 14 Quality Parish Council badges for members at a cost of £21.00

121. ELECTORAL BOUNDARY REVIEW

The council agreed to make the following comments:-
· It was difficult to answer this question.

· There should be more rather than less councillors

122. HIGHWAYS MATTERS

The clerk circulated a letter from Graham Anderton responding to the issues raised at the November 2008 meeting. However the letter offered no solutions to the problems raised. 
123. NO MANS HEATH POWER CUT

The clerk reported a letter had been written to Scottish Power asking if they would provide community funding as compensation for the inconvenience caused by the power cut in October 2008.
124. EDGE ROAD NAMES

It was reported that Mrs Speed and the Clerk met Anne Lancaster in Edge to confirm the positioning of the new road signs and that they should be in place by the end of March 2009.
125. SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE

The clerk reported that the Highways department had allocated a site near the Hampton Heath industrial estate for locating the SID however this was in the Malpas Parish, a new site is to be assessed and located. It was agreed to consider booking the SID at the May meeting.
126. CONSULTATIONS

The council agreed the comments circulated for Cheshire West & Chester Local Development Framework Draft Statement of Community Involvement

 (Page 76 of Minutes book).

The meeting closed at 8.12pm.

Next Meeting (First Meeting or AGM) Tuesday 19th May 2009 
at Edge Village Hall.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 23rd March 2009
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