Minutes of No Mans Heath & District 
Annual Parish Council Meeting held at

 Edge Village Hall 

19 May 2009
PRESENT

	Mrs. H. Bolton
Mr. R. Dobson
Mr. R. Robertson
	Mrs. P. Clutton

Mr. P. Done
Mr. M. Wise
	Mr. H. Ackerley

Mr. P. Guildford
Mr. H. Wright


Members of Public & Parish 16
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2009/10

09/001 RESOLVED - that Cllr P. Guildford be elected Chairman for 2009/10.  

Cllr. Guildford signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 83 of the minutes book)

Cllr. Guildford thanked Cllr. Dobson for all his hard work as chairman over the previous years.
TO ELECT A VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2009/10

09/002 RESOLVED - that Cllr H. Bolton be elected Vice-Chairman for 2009/10.  

Cllr. Bolton signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 84 of the minutes book)

 APOLOGIES 
Cllr. E. Newport – Holiday
Cllr. F. Hughes – Church Business

Cllr. J. Bailey – Holiday

Cllr. N. Richardson – Meeting

None- Councillors - PC Bolton & Cheshire West & Chester Councillors Jones and Ritchie.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Cllr. Ackerley declared a prejudicial interest in Item 18 – Donations.
Cllr. Clutton declared a personal interest in item 9 as a resident of Witney Lane.

Cllr. Done declared a personal interest in item 20 as a friend of the land owner of the wind turbine site.

OPEN FORUM

The clerk announced the official opening of the new classrooms at the Alport School, Malpas on the 17th June.

Nita Jones of Larkton spoke in relation to item 20 as a supporter of the Stop Bickerton Wind Turbine Group. She asked council to consider whether the turbines should be built in such an exceptionally beautiful part of Cheshire which she had heard described as ‘Cheshire’s Little Gem’, an area which received a large number of visitors and is highly valued. 

David Dakin of Edge asked to be considered for one of the councillor vacancies, having lived in the area for 40 years. He apologised as he was unable to stay for the meeting on this occasion.
A number of residents from Witney Lane voiced their concerns regarding the escalation of anti-social behaviour on Witney Lane as asked the council to help in combating this behaviour.

Tony Ord of Duckington asked the council if they had received any grant funding from Banks Developers (Wind Turbines). The clerk confirmed a grant application had been offered by Banks but had not been taken up by the parish council.

 MINUTES
Resolved - That the Chairman signs the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th March 2009 and the extraordinary meeting held on the 28th April 2009 as a true record.
COUNCILLOR VACANCY
The clerk reported Mr. E. Newport had resigned from the council and that the notice to call an election to fill his seat had been displayed. The council was free to co-opt for both vacancies to represent the Parish of Hampton.
It was agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Mr Newport for his contributions to both Bickley Parish Council as former clerk and as a councillor on this council.
09/003 RESOLVED – that Mrs. Lesley Greenwood be co-opted to represent the 
Hampton Ward. Mrs. Greenwood signed the declaration of acceptance of office 
and joined the meeting. (page 85 of the minutes book)

09/004 RESOLVED – that Mr. David Dakin be co-opted to represent the Hampton 

Ward. The clerk will arrange for the declaration of acceptance of office to be signed before the next meeting of the council.

EDGE ROAD NAMES
The clerk reported that the council had received complaints regarding the signage and naming of Mates Lane in Edge and that the Smithy Lane sign had been put on the wrong road, this had been reported and was due to be moved to the correct road shortly.
It was agreed that Mates Lane should be called Edge Green Lane if the Highways department of Cheshire West & Chester and the residents are in agreement.

WITNEY LANE

It was agreed that the clerk would try to arrange a meeting with a number of councillors, CDHT, Muir Housing, the police, community safety wardens and Cllrs. Jones and Ritchie to resolve this matter.
It was also agreed that a letter should be sent to all local residents asking for their cooperation in tackling the anti-social behaviour from all partners.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

09/005 RESOLVED – that the council adopts the model publication scheme.
SPECIAL DUTIES

Malpas Burial Board – Cllr. Clutton
Bickerton Burial Board – Cllr. Bailey
Cheshire Association of Town & Parish Councils – Cllr. Guildford 

Malpas Alport Primary School – Governor – Mrs. R. Speed

Footpath Officer – Cllr. Wright
Broxton Community Forum – Cllrs Dobson & Guildford
Cholmondeley Sports and Community Association – Cllrs Dobson & Richardson
Cheshire Quality Councils Forum – Cllrs. Hughes & Dobson
Council Consultation Group – Cllrs Hughes, Dobson, Done & Wise
Cheque Signatories

Mrs. H. Bolton(HEL) 
Mrs. F. Hughes(B)

Mrs. E. Newport(B)

Mr. H Ackerley(B)

Mr. J. Bailey(B)                Mr. R. Dobson(B)

Mr. N. Richardson(B)       Mr. R. Robertson(B)

The council thanked Mrs. Speed for all her hard work on behalf if the council as school governor at the Alport School.
MEETING DATES
09/006 RESOLVED - The council agreed the following meeting dates for the forth 
coming year.
Tuesday May 19th 2009– Edge Village Hall (AGM or First Meeting)

Tuesday July 21st 2009 – Edge Village Hall

Tuesday September 15th 2009 – Bishop Heber High School

Tuesday November 17th 2009 – Bickley Coronation Hall

Tuesday January 19th 2010 – Bishop Heber High School

Tuesday March 16th 2010 -  Bickley Coronation Hall(Parish Meetings)

Tuesday May 18th 2010 - Edge Village Hall (AGM or First Meeting)

PLANNING
The council noted the observations as recorded on page 23 of the planning register.
09/007 RESOLVED – the council make the following observation to planning application 
-09/10651/COU Witney Lane Farm Witney Lane Edge Malpas Cheshire – Change 
of use of former agricultural buildings to provide ancillary accommodation.
· The council supports this application with the removal of permitted development rights.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Deferred until July meeting.

AUDIT
09/008 RESOLVED – the council approve the annual governance statement and 

statement of accounts for the year 2008-2009 as on pages 22 to 27 of the cash book.

ACCOUNTS

09/009 RESOLVED – the council agreed the accounts as recored on page 28 of the 
cash book.

PAYMENTS

09/010 RESOLVED – the council agreed the following payments

· Cheshire Community Council Annual Subscription £20.00
· Cheshire Association of Local Councils Annual Subscription £259.87

· Mr. K. Jones Internal Audit £50.00
· Clerk’s Salary & Expenses £322.60

· Monthly payments by standing order to Mrs. M. Goff, Street Orderly.

DONATIONS
Deferred until July meeting.

INSURANCE
09/011 RESOLVED – the council accept the quotation for £659.23 for insurance 

provided by Came & Company (Aviva) for a 3year fixed term.
BICKERTON WIND TURBINES (neighbouring parish)
The clerk circulated a report from the Stop Bickerton Wind Turbines Group against the turbines. Banks developers are providing a report in favour of the turbines which will be circulated to all councillors once received. It was noted that there is no application in for wind turbines at this time although the wind monitoring mast has been erected. This item will be on the July agenda for further discussion.
SURGERIES

Deferred until July meeting.

ANNUAL REPORT

The council agreed the report as circulated for distribution with more emphasis on the success of the sports programme.

STANDING ORDERS
The clerk reported the need to formalize the ‘Open Forum’ as part of the form the parish council so as to take advantage of the changes to the code of conduct allowing councillors to declare a prejudicial interest and speak on the matter in the open forum. It was noted that the councillor must speak first on the matter then leave the room to allow members of the public to speak on the issue. This is achieved by replacing items 58 & 69 of the standing orders by the below. This amendment will be confirmed at the July meeting of the council.

STANDING ORDER 69A

At all meetings of the council, the chairman may at his/her discretion, and at a convenient time in the transaction of business, allow any members of the public to address the meeting in relation to the business to be transacted. Such sessions form part of the council meeting in law and shall be duly minuted. The code of conduct which was adopted by the council on 1st September 2007 shall apply to members of the council in respect of the entire meeting. Where, however, members of the council exercise their rights pursuant to SO69B, below members of the public shall be allowed to attend the meeting to (a) make representations, (b) answer questions or (c) give evidence relating to business to be transacted.

STANDING ORDER 69B

At all meetings of the council, the chairman may permit members of the council (including co-opted members as defined by S.49 (7) LGA 2000) who have a prejudicial interest in relation to any items of business to be transacted at the meeting to (a) make representations, (b) answer questions or (c) give evidence relating to business to be transacted. Such sessions form part of the council meeting in law and shall be duly minuted. The code of conduct which was adopted by the council on 1st September 2007 shall apply to members of the council in respect of the entire meeting.


SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE
The council agreed that the clerk should book the SID for use at the beginning of September at Hampton Heath.

REGISTER OF INTERESTS

The clerk reminded councillors to renew or amend their register of interests should their work situation have changed.

COUNCILLORS INSURANCE

The council noted that when reaching the age of 75b they should declare this to the clerk for insurance purposes.

09/012 RESOLVED – That members of the press and public should be asked to leave 
the meeting.
PART 2 in the absence of the press & public

09/013 RESOLVED - The council pay a bonus of £100 to the street orderly for her 


     excellent work and dedication through the year 2008-2009.
The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Next Meeting (First Meeting or AGM) Tuesday 19th May 2009 
at Edge Village Hall.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 25rd May 2009
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