Minutes of No Mans Heath & District

Annual (First) Parish Council Meeting 
held at  Edge Village Hall, 

20 May 2008
PRESENT

Chairman - Mr. R. Dobson 

	Mrs. H. Bolton

Mr. H. Ackerley

Mr. P. Guildford

Mr. M. Wise

Public 16
	Mrs. P. Clutton

Mr. J. Bailey

Mr. E. Newport

Mr. H. Wright


	Mrs. F. Hughes

Mr. S. Beech

Mr. N. Richardson
	Mrs. E. Newport

Mr. R. Dobson

Mr. R. Robertson




Clerk - Mrs. A Wright  (City Councillor)
1. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2008/9

Resolved Unanimously – Mr. R. Dobson was elected as Chairman for the year 2008/9. Mr. Dobson signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 36 of Minutes Book) 
2. TO ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2008/9.

Resolved Unanimously – Mrs. H. Bolton was elected as Vice Chairman for the year 2008/9. Mrs. Bolton signed the acceptance of office declaration (page 37 of Minutes Book)
3. APOLOGIES 
P.C. Rob Boulton - none councillor
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None.
5. COUNCILLOR VACANCY

Two candidates were nominated for the vacancy to represent the parish of Larkton.

The voting was by signed paper ballot. Mr. Peter Done was elected and signed the declaration of acceptance of office (page 38 of Minutes Book) 
and joined the meeting.

6. SPECIAL DUTIES
The following were elected for Special Duties 

	Malpas Burial Board
	Mrs. P. Clutton
	

	Bickerton Burial Board
	Mr J Bailey
	

	Cheshire Association of Town & Parish Councils
	Clerk
	

	Malpas Alport School
	Mrs R Speed
	

	Footpath Officer 
	Mr. E. Newport
	Mr. H. Wright

	Rural Area South
	Mr.H Ackerley
	Mrs F Hughes

	
	
	

	Cheque Signatories 
	Mrs. H. Bolton
	Mr. N. Richardson

	
	Mrs F Hughes
	Mrs.E.Newport

	
	Mr.H Ackerley
	Mr J Bailey

	
	Mr. R Dobson
	Mr. R. Robertson

	
	
	


7. MINUTES.
Resolved - That the Chairman signs the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th February 2008 as a true record.
8. PLANNING

Mr. S. Beech declared a personal interest as a neighbour to Hampton Hall (08/00822/FUL).

In light of the complex planning application submitted by JPCS, 08/00580/FUL it was agreed that the council should hold an informal site meeting to look at the application and the site in more detail and that an extraordinary meeting of the council should be held to make observations on this planning application.
It was also agreed that planning application 08/00822/FUL new driveway for Hampton Hall should also be considered at this meeting allowing councillors time to visit Cholmondeley Road and it’s junction with the A41.
Resolved – Acceptance of the observations as recorded on page 10 of the planning register.

9. ANNUAL REPORT

The clerk circulated the first draft of the annual report for the council for the year 2007/2008. The chairman’s report and school governors report (pages 31 & 42 the minutes book) will be added to the report. Also to be included are councillors e-mail addresses or telephone numbers. The report will be circulated in the No Mans Heath Village Voice and the Bickley Parish news. The clerk is to look at costs of distribution to Larkton and Edge and also at costs of printing.

10. AUDIT

The clerk explained the pages which make up the audit (pages 7 to 14) of the No Mans Heath & District Parish Council cash book and bank reconciliation. The audit returns for 2007-08 are unusual as there is no year for them to be compared to. The clerk reported an explanation had been included with the audit returns for the high reserves held by the council and that if these reserves were still in place at the end of the 2008-09 financial year the council would need to consider significantly reducing its precept.

The clerk highlighted a £15 charge made by Lloyds TSB due to the council’s cheque account becoming overdrawn.

 The council agreed that the internal audit would be carried out by Mr. K. Jones again this year.
Resolved - The council accepted the annual returns for the audits and the statement of Assurance for Hampton, Edge & Larkton Parish Council, Bickley Parish Council and No Mans Heath and District Parish Council.
11. ACCOUNTS
Council accepted the accounts for the chairman to sign as circulated page 15 of the No Mans Heath & District Parish Council Cash Book.
12. PAYMENTS.

The council agreed the following payment
· Clerk Ann Wright - £147.42 for hours worked and expenses up to 31st March 2008
· Clerk Ann Wright - £86.77 for hours worked and expenses up to 30th April 2008

· Cheshire Association of Local Councils subscription £223.69

· Allianz Cornhill Insurance premium £757.05

· Cheshire Playing field Association subscription £14.00

· Mid-Cheshire footpath society subscription £8.00
· Cheshire Community Council subscription £50.00

13. HAMPTON HEATH PLAYING FIELD. 
Mrs. P. Clutton declared a personal interest as a neighbour to the Hampton Heath proposed playing field site.

The chairman read a letter from Wright Manley stating they had been given permission to negotiate the sale of the land on Witney Lane to the Parish Council stating the minimum market value of £30,000.
The council agreed that the clerk should forward these details to Chester City Council officers and the rural south area committee officers in addition to the playing field association for advice as to how to progress the purchase of the field at a fair price. 

14. NO MANS HEATH.

The council noted the report from the public meeting held on Littler’s Croft  (page 43 of the minutes book). Since the meeting Errol Stephenson-Tyrell has been running a football session on Littler’s Croft on a Wednesday evening which has been very successful. For this to continue and advance with some sports leadership training for those involved there is likely to be a cost. The council agreed to discuss this as the extraordinary meeting of the the parish council. It was reported the community safety wardens had visited one of these football sessions and had played football with the young people involved and had found it a very positive experience. PC Rob Boulton also intends to join the session.

The clerk reported she had made preliminary enquiries regarding grants for improvement s to Littler’s Croft possibly including a Multi use games area (MUGA),from the Morgan Foundation and Whitchurch Rotary club. It was also reported that a manager from the Bolesworth estate has helped run events for young drivers, the clerk is to find out more about these events.

It was reported that Eric Beak (Malpas Young Persons Centre) would like to work with the surrounding areas to obtain a youth worker for the area who could be based at Malpas but also travel out to areas including No Mans Heath. He has requested a contact within the parish council to take this further, Mr. R. Dobson agreed to be this contact. It was agreed that the council should invite Mr. Beak to the next meeting to explain more on  this matter.
15. SPEED INDICTOR DEVICE (SID).

The results from the SID were circulated to the Parish Council, although the analysis of the results showed No Mans Heath does not have a significant speeding problem. However it was suggested that No Mans Heath parish council continues to use the SID to reinforce the fact the council takes speeding in the village very seriously. 

As a result of the use of the SID a section warning has been issued, if that driver receives another warning within the next twelve months they will face their vehicle being confiscated.

The council agreed to use the SID again possibly during August, the clerk is to check available dates.

16. EDGE ROAD NAMES.
 The clerk reported that the information collated about the road names in Edge was now with Christina Chan the LLPG (Local Land and Property Gazeteer =-the national database) officer at Chester City Council.  Once the road names have been included on the national database the City council will confirm these names with all relevant agencies.  Anne Lancaster (Chester City Council) will order the street signs which can take up to six weeks once she has received confirmation that the road names have been accepted.
17. RURAL SOUTH AREA COMMITTEE
The council agreed to defer this item until the extraordinary meeting on the 29th May so that costs of continuing the football and sports training for No Mans Heath can be obtained.
18. AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPEN DAY.
The council agreed to contact Malpas Parish Council offering their support but asking for more details.
19. CIVIC SUNDAY.
The council agreed to look at organising a Civic Service to celerbrate the work of the parish council and invite local councillors and the Mayors of Chester and Crewe and Nantwich. It was believed that this would be an appropriate time to hold such an event due to No Mans Heath being a new council and also due to reorganisation of local government in Cheshire in April 2009.

20. STANDING ORD
ERS.
Resolved: That the council’s standing orders be amended to read


a) Meetings of the Council shall be held in each year on the third 
Tuesday of the months May, July, September, November, January, 
March 7.30pm. at such place as the Council may direct.

21. COUNCILLORS INSURANCE.

The council noted that for insurance purposes whilst on council business, councillors aged over 75 must have declare their age to the clerk and also that any councillor over the age of 80 is not covered by the council’s insurance.
The meeting closed at 9.13pm.

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright May 23rd 2008






PAGE  
33

