Minutes of No Mans Heath & District 
Annual (First) Parish Council Meeting held at  
Edge Village Hall

 18th May 2010
PRESENT

Chairman  – Mr. P. Guildford
	Mr. H. Ackerley
Mr. D. Dakin

Mrs. F. Hughes

Mr. R. Robertson
	Mrs. H. Bolton
Mr. R. Dobson
Mr. Lithgow-Smith

Mr. M. Wise
	Mrs. P Clutton

Mrs. L. Greenwood

Mrs. E. Newport




PC Rob Boulton
Members of Public & Parish 3
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2010/11
10/53 RESOLVED – that Mr. Guildford be elected Chairman for 2010/11.  

Mr. Guildford signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page125 of the minutes book)

It was agreed to delay electing a vice-chairman until later in the meeting when more councillors would be present.
APOLOGIES 
Cllr. J. Bailey – Holiday

Cllr. P. Done – Work

Cllr. H. Wright - Work

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Cllr. Dakin declared a personal interest in item 18 – Bickerton Primary School - as a parent of a pupil there.

Cllr. Lithgow-Smith declared a personal interest in item 18 – Bickerton Primary School - as a parent of a pupil there, and Item 19 – Sandstone Scouts – as a scout leader.

OPEN FORUM

Mr. Allenby reported the poor state of the footpath between Hampton Heath and Malpas, he raised concerns about the poor state of the surface, that it had become narrowed by debris and hedge growth making it impossible for mobility scooters to travel along and the lack of any drop curbs preventing those on mobility scooters from accessing and exiting the pavement. The clerk will report these concerns.
Mr. Newport reported the poor state of the mileposts on Bickley Lane and on the former A41 in No Mans Heath. He also raised concerns about the poor state of the Celia Fiennes Way Marker at the top of Back Lane. The clerk will report these concerns.
Mr. Gordon raised concerns about the noise and nuisance being created by chickens being kept on land behind properties on Back Lane. The clerk is to investigate possible courses of action.

He also requested additional street lighting on the former A41 near the junction with Back Lane.

PC Boulton reported up until the last seven days it had be reasonably quite in the area. However in the last seven days a number of youths had broken into the building site on Chester Road and carried out a significant amount of wanton damage, although he believed these youngsters would be easily identified and charged.

He had been made aware of incidences of broken glass being found on Littlers Crofft Playing Field and was keeping an eye on the area.

He had also attended a number of incidents on Cross o’th Hill Road.

PC Boulton announced he would be leaving the Malpas area to cover the Mickle Trafford area having worked in Malpas for about 5 years. He assured the council the area would stil have a designated police officer.

The issue of parking on the verge on the entrance to Meadow Court in No Mans Heath blocking visibility was reported – PC Boulton said he would look into the matter

The chairman thanked PC Boulton for all his hard work over the years and wished him well in his new posting.

TO ELECT A VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2010/11
10/54 RESOLVED – that Mrs. Bolton be elected Vice-Chairman for 2010/11.  

Mrs. Bolton signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 126 of the minutes book)
MINUTES

10/055 RESOLVED - That the Chairman signs the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

16th March 2010 and the extraordinary Parish Council meeting held 20th April 2010 as a 

true and proper record.

REPORTS

The council noted the Chairman’s report as contained in the Annual Report (page 129 of the minutes book) and the reports for the Bickerton Burial Board Report and the Coronation Hall Bickley (pages 127& 128 of the minutes book).
Cllr. Hughes gave a report from Saint Wenefredes Church including the following information:-
· She thanked the council for the £500 donation which had gone towards a new path into the graveyard which made it easier for access the graveyard particularly during funerals.

· She thanked the councillors for attending the remembrance day service at Saint Wenefredes.

· She also reported that Rev’d Cannon Les Thomas will be retiring in August this year. 

Cllr. Dobson gave a report from the Cholmondeley Sports & Community Association which included the following information.

· The Association deals with the infrastructure and fund raising for the bowling and tennis club and includes to representatives from No Mans Heath & District Parish Council (Formerly Bickley Parish Council) and Cholmondeley and Chorley Parish Council as well as members of both the tennis and bowling clubs.
· The club is open for anyone to use so long as they pay the court/green fees.

· Recently the tennis courts have been remarked and there are now plans to improve the lights on the bowling green.

EDGE ROAD NAMES

The clerk reported she had still not received an update on the matter, it as agreed she should write a strongly worded letter to the Cheshire West & Chester Council (CW&C) department involved copied to the CW&C ward councillors.
SPECIAL DUTIES

The council agreed the following roles/special duties for the forthcoming year 2010-11:-

· Malpas Burial Board – Pauline Clutton

· Bickerton Burial Board – John Bailey
· Cheshire Association of Town & Parish Councils – Peter Guildford & Clerk

· Malpas Alport Primary School – Governor – Rachel Speed
· Footpath Officer – Harper Wright

· Broxton Community Forum – Robert Dobson & Peter Guildford

· Cholmondeley Sports and Community Association – Robert Dobson & Neil Richardson

· Cheshire Quality Councils Forum – Freda Hughes & Robert Dobson

· Council Consultation Group – Freda Hughes, Robert Dobson, Peter Done & Mark Wise

· Planning Working Group – Peter, Done, Lesley Greenwood, Peter Guildford, Mark Wise & Harper Wright

· Cheque Signatories - Mrs. H. Bolton, Mrs. F. Hughes, Mrs. E. Newport, Mr. H Ackerley, Mr. J. Bailey, Mr. R. Dobson, Mr. R. Robertson
MEETING DATES

The Council agreed the following dates and meeting locations for the forthcoming year :-

· Tuesday July 20th 2010 – Edge Village Hall

· Tuesday September 21st 2010 – Bishop Heber High School

· Tuesday November 16th 2010 – Bickley Coronation Hall

· Tuesday January 18th 2011 – Bishop Heber High School

· Tuesday March 15th 2011 -  Bickley Coronation Hall(Parish Meetings)

· Tuesday May 17th 2011 - Edge Village Hall (AGM or First Meeting)
PLANNING

The council agreed the observations as recorded on pages 37 and 38 of the planning register.

CHESTER ROAD DEVELOPMENT
The clerk reported she had received details from a company called Green Space Living regarding the possible development of the site by the Wheatsheaf Inn on Chester Road. The council agreed it would only comment on proposals as part of a full planning application.

AUDIT
The clerk explained the papers circulated pages 37 to 41 of the cash book. 

10/56 RESOLVED – That the council agree the accounting statements for the parish council 2009-

2010.

 10/57 RESOLVED - The council agreed the annual governance statement.


ACCOUNTS

10/058 RESOLVED - Council accepted the accounts as recorded on page 42 of the cash book.

PAYMENTS
10/059 RESOLVED - Council approved the following payments:-

· Cheshire Community Council subscription 2010-2011 £20

· Cheshire Association of Local Councils subscription 2010-2011 £278.09

· Came & Company Insurance 2010-2011 £645.06
· Mr. K. Jones Internal Audit financial year 2009-2010 £50

· Street Orderly Payment by standing order every four weeks £151.44

· Street Orderly Back pay for the financial year 2009-2010 £31.20

· Clerks Salary & Reimbursements £429.47

ROAD SAFETY MEETING

The clerk reported she had received no further information since the meeting on the 20th April. It was agreed the clerk should contact Jim Gibbins (CW&C Highways) to obtain an update.

BICKERTON BURIAL BOARD
The clerk reported she had received a letter from the clerk of Bickerton Burial Board requesting £27.67 towards the shortfall in funding provided to the burial board from Cheshire West and Chester Council. The clerk read a section of a letter sent to the burial board by the District Auditor (May 1993) which stated the board/committee’s finances depends on the precept levied by other local authorities. The clerk also read a section of the document entitled ‘Table of Fees, Payments and Sums’ which stated

“…. by the Parishes of Bickerton, Egerton, Bulkeley, Broxton, Duckington

 And Larkton, acting by a joint committee for the ecclesiastical Parish of 

Bickerton.”
As CW&C Councillor the clerk reported she was looking into the issue of CW&C funding for the burial board and how this is likely to be effected in the future.
10/060 RESOLVED – That the council declines to provide any funding until such time that a better 

legal understanding of the Board and its role is obtained.


BICKERTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

10/061 RESOLVED – That the council make a donation of £50 towards the ‘Exchange in Cultures’ 

events taking place this summer.

SANDSTONE SCOUTS
10/062 RESOLVED – That the council make a donation of £50 towards the refurbishment of the 

Scout hut.

The council agreed to invite representatives from the Scouts later in the year to give a presentation to the Parish Council about their activities.
FIRST AID COURSE

It was agreed that the clerk should contact Gary Ashby (Rural Community Paramedic) to arrange an evening training session which can be open to all members of the public.
COUNCILLOR TRAINING

Cllr. Dobson explained the importance of offering training particularly in Chairmanship skills as the council has a large number of councillors who have not been chairman and may like to in the future. It was agreed the clerk should look to arranging a training session with neighbouring Parish Council’s to reduce costs.
SURGERIES
It was reported that the surgeries which had been held at the Coronation Hall at the Village Stores in No Mans Heath on the 27th March had been positively received. It was agreed to continue these surgeries on the first Saturday of every other month at both locations. The clerk will circulate a rota for councillors to complete.
ANNUAL REPORT
10/063 RESOLVED – The council agreed the annual report (page 129 of the minutes book).

DATA PROTECTION ACTION


The clerk reported she had received information from Catherine Gaukroger (CW&C Legal 

Services) stating that parish councils did not have to register under the exemptions listed by the Information Commissioners Office (section 6.1 – Notification exemptions) if data was used for’ advertising, marketing and public relations in connection with parish council business.

REGISTER OF INTERESTS

The clerk reminded councillors of the need to keep theei register of interests forms up-to-date.

It was agreed that the council should go into a private session for the next agenda item, although no members of the public were present.

STREET ORDERLY HONORARIUM

10/064 RESOLVED - The street orderly be given £100 bonus to reflect her hard work and 

commitment throughout the last year.

The meeting closed at 8:55
The Next scheduled PARISH COUNCIL MEETING is 
Tuesday 20th July 2010 at Edge Village Hall.

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 24th May 2010.
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