Minutes of No Mans Heath & District 
Parish Council Meeting held at

 Bishop Heber High School 

15 September 2009
PRESENT

Chairman  – Mr. P. Guildford
	Mrs. H. Bolton
Mrs. F. Hughes

Mr. D. Dakin

Mr. R. Robertson

None Parish Councillors 

PCSO Tracey Shaw
	Mrs. P. Clutton

Mrs. E. Newport 
Mr. R. Dobson

Mr. M. Wise


	Mrs. L. Greenwood

Mr. J. Bailey

Mr. P. Done
Mr. H. Wright




Members of Public & Parish 1
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

APOLOGIES 
Cllr. H. Ackerley - Holiday
Cheshire West & Chester Councillors Mike Jones & Neil Ritchie
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Cllr. Clutton declared a personal interest in the item headed ‘Witney Lane’ as a resident of Witney Lane.

Cllr. Robertson declared a prejudicial interest in the item headed ‘Notice Board’ as the supplier to be considered.
OPEN FORUM

Mr. P. Winstanley spoke for his family in support of calling the lane past Smithy Cottage Smithy Lane, he argued this was the most appropriate name due to the length of time that the Smithy had been there.
PCSO Tracey Shaw explained there was still a problem with young drivers parking at the top of Back Lane creating noise and disturbance. They have been spoken to by the police and will be spoken to again.
Councillors also highlighted continued parking be residents on the grass verge at the entrance to Meadow Court which obstructs visibility when pulling out of Meadow Court – PCSO Shaw confirmed this matter would be addressed again with residents being ticketed in the future.

The Council agreed that the following two agendas items be moved up the agenda.
NO MANS HEATH SPORTS PROGRAMME 
The clerk reported that since the last parish council meeting a number of councillors had met with Mr. Stephenson-Tyrell of EC Sports and had requested a comprehensive report including the number of events which have been held, the venue and the attendance for this meeting. No report has been received despite Mr. Stephenson-Tyrell being sent an agenda. Conversations with young people in No  Mans Heath indicate that they feel let down by EC Sports as sessions have not been taking place and they are losing confidence and trust in the sports programme.
09/019 RESOLVED (10 For, 3 Abstentions) - that the clerk should contact EC Sports stating their services are no longer required due to the failure to deliver the agreed sports and leadership programmes and that the clerk should seek a new company to run the programme as soon as is practical, and that all those who supplied grants for the programme should be notified of the situation
. 
EDGE ROAD NAMES

09/020 RESOLVED (Unanimous) – that the original decision made on the road names 

for Edge should stand and that the Smithy Lane Road sign should be placed at 
the previous turning off the A41 (travelling towards Malpas) as originally 

requested.
COUNCILLOR VACANCY
The clerk reported that the resignation of Mr. Neil Richardson had been received on the 1st September and that the statutory notices were being displayed advertising for candidates to call an election. Once the statutory period of display is complete the council will be notified if anyone has called an election if not the council can then advertise to Co-opt. 
The council agreed a letter of thanks should be sent to Mr. Richardson thanking him for his service to both Bickley and No Mans Heath Parish Councils over the years.

MINUTES
09/021 RESOLVED (Unanimous) - That the Chairman signs the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on 14th July 2009 as a true record.
ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS
09/022 RESOLVED (Unanimous) - Council accepted  the accounts as recorded on 
page 30 of the cash book.
09/023 RESOLVED (Unanimous) – Council pay the clerk’s salary of £364.80
PLANNING

The council agreed the observations as recorded on page 25 of the planning register.

The clerk reported that the next Broxton community Forum (1st October 2009 at Tilston war memorial Hall) is devoted to the planning process and that the council has been invited to request an explanation of a planning decision they did not understand. The council agreed to request an explanation of planning application 09/10238/FUL.
09/024 RESOLVED (Unanimous) –  council make the following observations:-

09/11189/FUL Edge Grange – Conversion of Barn to dwelling with associated landscaping & garages.
· That comments made for the previous applications for this site relating to highways should be restated emphasizing the difficulties of cars passing pedestrians, horses and other cars on the narrow lanes where site is.
· The council has concerns that this will set a precedent for conversion of Dutch barns in the rural area many of which did not receive/require planning permission when first built.

· The council requests clarification as to whether the barn in question has planning permission.

· That the 106 agreement/ Commuted Sum should be increased as if this application was part of the original application which created 6 new dwellings.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS & FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS

The council agreed to trial increasing the frequency of meetings to 10 a year (excluding August & December) by hold extraordinary meetings in October and February, although this would be reviewed again in January.
GRIT BINS

It was reported that Grit bins had been suggested for Meadow Court, by the Shop, and the top of Back Lane in No Mans Heath. The clerk is still awaiting a response from the Highways department on this matter but it maybe the case that the parish council will have to purchase these bins.
WITNEY LANE
One incident of vandalism had been reported to the clerk on Witney Lane this had also been reported to the police. The clerk agreed to check whether this incident had received an incident number from the police and had therefore been properly reported. No other reports had been received.
NOTICE BOARD

Cllr. Robertson left the room and took no further part in the discussions.
The clerk reported she had written to the Cholmondeley Estate who had raised no objection to the siting of a new notice board inside the bus shelter at Bickley opposite the Coronation Hall.

Letters had also been delivered to all houses on Saint Wenefredes Green asking for the clerk to be notified of any objections by Saturday 12th September, none had been received.
09/024 RESOLVED (Unanimous) – that a the council agree the purchase of new notice 

board at a cost of £120.

YOUTH CLUB

Deferred to the October meeting when more information should be available regarding the sports programme.
ALLOTMENTS

Deferred to the October meeting.

LITTLERS CROFT

Deferred to the October meeting, allowing responses from the item requesting volunteers in the September issue of the No Mans Heath Village Voice.
SURGERIES

Deferred to the October meeting.

SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE (SID)
The clerk reported that the SID had been returned today and that the official results should be available at the October meeting. Cllr Bailey circulated to councillors and PCSO Tracey Shaw a table showing the number of vehicles above and below the speed limit as collected by volunteers (page 94 of the minutes book.) Concerns were raised regarding the number of drivers who were witnessed using mobile phones while driving. A number of drivers had commented that they were not aware the road was 40mph despite signs.

POLICE PLEDGE

Cllr. Guildford reported that he had attended the police forum and had questioned whether additional police would be provided for the rural areas and was informed there were no plans to expand this service at present.
Tattenhall Parish Council had also raised fears regarding the possible reduction of Community Safety Wardens in the area due to the increased demands to cover areas including Ellesmere Port as part of the new authority.
The council noted the increased traffic police presence on the A41.

MEETING FEEDBACK

Cllrs. Hughes and Guildford had attended the Quality Forum in August where a long talk had been given by Sandbach Town Council. They had been asked to identify three things No Mans Heath & District Parish Council does well for the next meeting on the 24th November 2009.
The meeting closed at 8.45pm.

Next Meeting Tuesday 20th October 2009 
at the Bickley Coronation Hall.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 25th September 2009
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