Minutes of No Mans Heath & District
Parish Council Annual General Meeting (First) held at Coronation Hall, 
8 May 2007
PRESENT

OPEN FORUM

Charles Kerry (Solicitor to Chester City Council & Monitor Officer) gave a presentation on the Code of Conduct and Declaration of Interests.

The meeting was preceded by a minutes silence for Mrs. Dorothy Lawson who served as a councillor on Hampton Edge & Larkton Parish Council for many years and who will be greatly missed.

1. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2007/8.
Resolved Unanimously – Mr. R. Dobson was elected as Chairman for the year 2007/8. Mr. Dobson signed the acceptance of office declaration. (page 4 of Minutes Book) 
2. TO ELECT A VICE CHAIRMAN FOR THE YEAR 2006/7.
Resolved Unanimously – Mrs. H. Bolton was elected as Vice Chairman for the year 2007/8. Mrs. Bolton signed the acceptance of office declaration (page 5 of Minutes Book)

3. APOLOGIES
Mrs. F. Hughes – Commitment to be sworn in as Bickley Church Warden

Mr. J. Bailey - Commitment to be sworn in as Bickley Church Warden

Mr. S. Beech – Holiday
Mr.  & Mrs. E. Newport – Commitment at Civic Centre, Whitchurch (left before meeting).

The council accepted the above apologies.

The council agreed that Mrs. Hughes, Mr. Beech and Mr. Bailey could sign their declarations of acceptance of office before the next meeting.
4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS.

None.

5. SPECIAL DUTIES.
The council agreed to defer this item until the next meeting when it is hoped there will be more councillors present.
6. COUNCILLOR VACANCIES.
The council agreed that the 3 parish council vacancies should be advertised on all the notice boards and at No Mans Heath village shop and a letter be sent to each house in Larkton.

7. MINUTES.

Resolved - That the Chairman sign, as a correct record the circulated final minutes of Bickley Parish Council meeting held on 17th April 2007 and the circulated final minutes of Hampton, Edge & Larkton Parish Council meeting held on 20th March 2007.
8. PLANNING.
Resolved – To accept the observations as recorded on page 2 of the planning register. The council also resolved to make the following observations to planning application 07/00555/FUL – New Access drive off Cholmondeley Road for Hampton Hall.

· There has been a number of serious accidents recently at the access to the A41 from Cholmondeley Road one of which resulted in a fatality. There has been no reported accidents at the entrance from Hampton Hall onto the A41.

· The new access will increase traffic accessing the A41 at this dangerous junction.

· Work could be carried out at the existing entrance on the A41 to improve visibility.

· The proposed gates and driveway on Cholmondeley Road are totally out of keeping with the countryside.

· The council would not like to see any damage to or removal of the established chestnut trees close to the proposed entrance.

· The Hampton Hall already has an existing second access onto Old Coach Road which could be utilised.

Resolved – The council resolved to apply for Tree Preservation Orders on the two chestnut trees on Cholmondeley Road by the proposed access.
9. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS.

Resolved – The council accepted the financial controls and regulations that were in place during the financial year 2006 – 07 and appointed Mr. Keith Jones as internal auditor to carryout the audits for Bickley Parish Council and Hampton Edge & Larkton Parish Council for the financial year ending 31st March 2007.
10. AUDIT.

Resolved – The council accepted the annual return for the audit and the statement of Assurance for Bickley Parish Council.
Resolved - The council accepted the annual return for the audit and the statement of Assurance for Hampton, Edge & Larkton Parish Council.

11. FINAL ACCOUNTS.

The council noted that at the meeting to set the precept for 2007-08 on the 5th December 2006 the predicted balance carried forward from 2006-07 was, in error, not accounted for.
Resolved - Council accepted the accounts and the chairman signed as circulated page 16 of the Bickley Parish Council Cash Book with the addition of £10.78 which had been received since the accounts were circulated.

Resolved- Council accepted the accounts and the chairman signed as circulated page 28 of the Hampton, Edge & Larkton Parish Council Cash Book with the addition of £21.00 which had been received since the accounts were circulated.

12. ACCOUNTS.

Council accepted the accounts and the chairman signed as circulated page 1 of the No Mans Heath & Distrcit Parish Council Cash Book.

13. PAYMENTS.

The council agreed the following payments
· Cheshire Community Council Subscription £33.00

· Cheshire Association of Local Councils £191.76

· Allianz Cornhill Insurance £682.36

· Clerk’s expenses (printing & paper) £57.77

14. BANK ACCOUNT.

The council agreed to transfer all funds into the existing Bickley Parish Council Lloyds bank accounts and to change the name of these accounts to No Mans Heath & District Parish Council.

15. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS.

Resolved – The council accepted the financial regulations as circulated.

16. COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE. 

Resolved – The council accepted the complaints procedure as circulated.

17. STANDING ORDERS.

Resolved – The council accepted the standing orders as circulated. Stating that meetings should be held on the third Tuesday of the month in the months of May (AGM & Parish Meetings), July, September, November and February.

18. COUNCILLORS INSURANCE.

The council noted that for insurance purposes whilst on council business, councillors aged over 75 must have declare their age to the clerk and also that any councillor over the age of 80 is not covered by the council’s insurance.
PART B

The council agreed that due to time these items should be discussed at an extraordinary meeting on 19th June 2007 at Edge Village Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.25pm.

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..
Councillors 


Chairman – Mr. R Dobson (Bickley)


Mrs. H. Bolton 	Mrs. P. Clutton	Mrs. E. Newport (for Open Forum)


Mr.H Ackerley		Mr. E. Newport (for Open Forum)	Mr. N. Richardson


Mr. R. Robertson     	Mr. H. Wright


Members of Public & Parish – 3 


Clerk – Mrs. A Wright    
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