Minutes of No Mans Heath & District Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting held at  Bickley Coronation Hall 

28 April 2009
PRESENT

Chairman  – Mr. R. Dobson
Mrs. H. Bolton
          Mrs. P. Clutton
          Mrs. F. Hughes
Mrs. E. Newport                Mr. H. Ackerley
          Mr. J. Bailey

Mr. P. Done

         Mr. P. Guildford
          Mr. N. Richardson
Mr. R. Robertson  
         Mr. M. Wise
Members of Public & Parish 23
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

127. APOLOGIES 
Mr. H. Wright - Business
128. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
The following councillors declared a prejudicial interest in item 4 of the agenda, planning application at Spring Farm, Mrs. P. Clutton, Mrs. F. Hughes, Mr. J. Bailey, Mr. R. Dobson, Mr. P. Guildford.
129. Open Forum

The following points were made during the Open Forum
· A letter was read supporting the application highlighting the difference between this application and that made previously for a wind farm in Bickerton and the need to find alternative sources of power for the future.

· Concerns were raised as to whether the turbine was financially viable.

· It was argued the wind turbine would be detrimental to the landscape and would only benefit Spring Farm.

· It was questioned whether the applicant had investigated other means of reducing his carbon footprint including solar panels and whether the turbine could be sited nearer to the applicants property.
· It was clarified that the application was for one turbine only, that solar panels would not produce the same levels of power as the turbine and that the applicant did not intend to sell power back to the national grid and any excess power generated would be stored in back up batteries to be used as required.

· A question was raised regarding whether the turbine would have extra capacity to serve the community.

· Fears were raised regarding the noise the turbine would create in the peace and quiet of the countryside.

· Concerns were raised regarding the precedent approving this application could set.
· It was reported the turbine at full speed would only produce around 48 decibels of noise which is less than a car.

Councillors Clutton, Hughes, Bailey, Dobson and Guildford left the room and took no further part in the debate. Councillor Bolton (Vice-Chairman) took the chair.
116. PLANNING

09/10459/FUL Spring Farm Bickley Town Lane Bickley Malpas Cheshire – Erection of a Proven 15kw Wind Turbine on a 15m tower.
Resolved – To support the application (unanimous)
The meeting closed at 7.05pm.

Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 4th May 2009
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