Minutes of No Mans Heath & District Parish Council Meeting 
held at Bishop Heber High School

 10th January 2012
PRESENT

Chairman –Cllr. F. Hughes (Vice-Chairman)
	Cllr. H. Ackerley
	Cllr. H. Bolton
	Cllr. P. Clutton
	Cllr. R. Dobson

	Cllr. P. Done
	Cllr. L. Greenwood
	Cllr. D. Hughes
	Cllr. D. Lithgow Smith

	Cllr. P. Roberts
	Cllr. Robert Robertson
	Cllr. M. Wise
	Cllr. H. Wright



Members of Public & Parish 0
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

APOLOGIES 

Cllr. J. Bailey – illness.
Cllr. P. Guildford - holiday

Cllr. D. Lithgow-Smith – late due to Scouts.

12/121 RESOLVED - That the council accepts Cllr. Bailey’s apologies due to illness.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

None declared.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Concerns were raised regarding the amount of dog fouling on the pavements. It was noted that those allowing their dogs to foul the footways should be reported through the clerk to CW&C. It was agreed the clerk should request additional warning signs and put up a notice in the Council’s Meadow Court notice board. The clerk will  pursue the council’s request for a dog bin on Witney Lane.

Complaints were made regarding the amount of litter in No Mans Heath including at the Back Lane junction with the former A41 where residents had removed three bin bags full of litter where the young people park their cars.
It was also reported that a large amount of packaging has blown for the industrial estate onto Witney Lane. The clerk will report these matters to CW&C street scene team.

MINUTES

12/122 RESOLVED - That the Chairman sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

8th November 2011 as a true and proper record.


PRESENTATION & Q&A – LITTLERS CROFT
Mary Lavery, CW&C Parks Development Officer gave a brief presentation regarding how the Parish Council could bring about improvements to Littler’s Croft playing field in No Mans Heath which included the following points:-
· She had visited Littler’s Croft which compared to other play areas was not in too bad a condition although it was very tired and dated.

· She acknowledged that ‘play’ had changed over  the years with moves towards more natural and adventurous play.
· Key factor to any improvements would be money.

· To gain money through grants there would need to be strong community consultation particularly with young people as well as those living near the field.

· The field would need to be DDA compliant – allowing disabled access.

· Improvements would most likely fall under permitted development as it is a playing field already although changes would need to be run past CW&C planning department.

· CW&C can provide help and support to identify funding and also in checking completed funding application forms however the Parish Council would have to make the grant applications.

· It was agreed Ms Lavery would investigate any 106 money available to improve the playing field.
· CW&C operates a ‘Capital Programme’ which Ms Lavery will investigate to see if CW&C could provide any funding.

· Timescales for consultation can be up to 12 months.

· CW&C can provide statistics and population figures to help with any funding applications.

· Letters of support and petitions can also help with obtaining funding.

·  The council could seek to form a ‘Friends of Littler’s Croft’ group which would have its own secretary, treasurer and constitution. These have been very successful in the past where their have been problems with anti social behaviour and bringing about improvements to playing fields. They have also worked well between communities and CW&C.
· It was noted the best way to get young people involved is through their schools.

· The playing field should be regarded as something positive to occupy young people’s time and that only a handful of young people cause problems in an area.

· Getting young people and the community involved gives them greater ownership of the playing field.

· Concerns were raised that there has been 4 attempts over the last 25 years to improve the field, expensive equipment has been installed then there has been no supervision or maintenance, neighbouring fences have been damaged, litter and bottles thrown into gardens as well as verbal abuse of neighbours.
· It was suggested that proper fencing and hedge planting should be included in any improvements.

· Ms Lavery will confirm how often the field in inspected.

· The following actions were agreed by the Council:-

1. Include an article in March Village Voice asking for help and support to improve Littler’s Croft.
2. Have as part of the Council’s Parish Meeting agenda.

3. Contact the local schools and Tushingham, Macefen and Bradley Parish Meeting to ask for their support including volunteers to move this project forward.

The chairman thanked Ms Lavery for attending the meeting and all her help and advice.

ALLOTMENT (Cllr. Roberts)

The clerk reported she had received a telephone message from the landowner stating he was no longer able to go forward with the project. Therefore the council needs to find suitable land to proceed with this project any further.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS & APPRAISAL

The clerk reported that Malpas Parish Council had invited a representative of the Parish Council to join the steering group producing their neighbourhood plan, their first meeting is on Tuesday 24th January 2012 at 10.30am. No councillor was able to attend this meeting due to work or other commitments, it was agreed the clerk should respond asking if all meetings will be held on a Tuesday morning.

The clerk reported on a response to the appraisal results which had been received from Mark Woollam which stated:-
Question 12        Quality of Life 
I note the concerns regarding Speeding; we will ensure that a programme of Speeding initiatives are undertaken in the village.  Can you identify any specific location?   
The A41 itself is regularly patrolled by officers from the Traffic Enforcement Unit.  Our stretch of the A41 has its own nominated officers from that unit with whom I'm in regular contact. 
The other comments regarding "foul language" in Whitley Lane are noted.  Officers will monitor this location. 
Question 13        Has the level of Crime changed in the past Five years? 
In the past two years crime within the Western area of Cheshire (as a whole) has reduced by 20% and the levels of Serious Acquisitive Crime (Burglary, Robbery etc) have reduced by over 40%. Reports of Anti Social Behaviour have reduced by over 25%. 
Question 14        Is Policing of the Village sufficient? 
Your respondent's answers echo the thoughts of many; we would all like to see more police officers on our streets and more frequently.  Moving into 2012 we, like other public services, face a challenging time as the imposed budget limitations are increasingly felt. 
No Man's Heath is policed not only by PC OWENS, but by all the officers stationed at Dragon Hall, the wider team from the Western Rural NPT and officers from the Western area as a whole.  These efforts are supplemented by officers from HQ units (such as the Traffic Enforcement Unit mentioned above) and the Special Constabulary. 
I, for my part am responsible for ensuring that officers at Dragon Hall spend the maximum amount of time out on patrol visible in our communities, responding to calls from the public. 
On a final note, reports of crime and anti-social behaviour remain low in the No Man's Heath area.  My team and I are determined to ensure the village remains a safe and pleasant place to live. 
It was agreed the clerk should contact Sergeant Woollam highlighting the Council’s concerns at the lack of any police presence in the community or at the Parish Council’s meetings.
The council agreed that it should investigate the development of a neighbourhood plan further but raised concerns about the time, costs and commitment required to produce the plan.
SPEEDING

The clerk reported the council had received a letter from a resident of No Mans Heath regarding speeding on Cross O’th Hill Road and Back Lane. The council noted that all speed surveys done including the use of the SID (Speed Indicator Device) and monitors put on Cross O’th Hill Road indicate there is not a significant speeding issue on these roads but that there is a small number of drivers who do persistently speed. The appraisal results show residents do consider speeding to be an issue. 

The following actions were agreed by the council:-

· Book SID after Easter and invite the resident to attend sessions.
· Produce article for Village Voice asking residents to abide by the speed limits.

· Contact the police to carryout enforcement.

· Consider way to ask the community to sign up to drive within the speed limit through the community speed management scheme established by CW&C.
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW
Councillors Ackerley, Hughes (F) and Wise agreed to formulate the council’s response to this review.

SPECIAL EXPENSES

The council agreed to take no further action on this consultation at this time.
ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS
12/123 RESOLVED – the council accept the accounts as circulated on page 57 of the cash book 

12/124 RESOLVED – That the council make the following payments Clerk’s Salary for period 14th 

November to 9th January 2012 (inc.) £410.40.

The clerk informed councillors that following on from the report given at the last meeting she had received a letter from HMRC confirming that all penalties against the Council had now been removed.
EARMARKING & PRECEPT.

12/125 RESOLVED – That the council earmark the following funds for the 2012 -2013 

financial year:-

	Fixed/Running Costs
	£3800

	Jubilee Celebrations
	£1000

	Littler’s Croft Improvements
	£1000

	Allotments
	£1400

	Training 
	£ 500

	Donations & Grants
	£1500

	Total
	£9200


12/126RESOLVED – That the council precept £5000 for the financial year 2012-2013.
PLANNING

The council noted the observations as recorded on pages 64 and 65 of the Planning Register.  

12/127 RESOLVED – That the council make an observation of ‘No Objection’ for planning 

application 11/05706/FUL, proposed stables, garage and siting of workers caravan 

(Resubmission 10/11955/FUL), land at Shay lane, OS Field no. 2200.
WORK PROGRAMME
The council noted the work programme as circulated.
The meeting closed at 21.15
NEXT SCHEDULED PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

13th March 2012 at Bishop Heber High School.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 13th January 2012.
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