Minutes of No Mans Heath & District 
Parish Council Meeting held at  
Bishop Heber High School 15th March 2011
PRESENT

Chairman –Cllr. P. Guildford
	Cllr. H. Ackerley
	Cllr. J. Bailey
	Cllr. H. Bolton
	Cllr. P. Clutton

	Cllr. D. Dakin*
	Cllr. R. Dobson
	Cllr. P. Done
	Cllr. L. Greenwood

	Cllr. F. Hughes
	Cllr.  M. Wise
	Cllr. H. Wright
	



* For part of meeting.

Members of Public & Parish 3
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

APOLOGIES 

Cllr. David Lithgow Smith – family commitment

Cllr. Robert Robertson – Operation.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

Cllr. Dakin declared a personal interest in Item 7, Planning Application 11/00838/FUL, The Clock House, Edge as the applicant is known to him.
Cllr. Greenwood declared a prejudicial interest in Item 7, Planning Application 11/00838/FUL, The Clock House, Edge as the applicant is an immediate neighbour.

Cllr. Wright declared a personal interest in Item 7, Planning Application 11/00380/FUL, Edge Grange, Edge as it is a neighbouring property. 

ALLOTMENTS (Q&A)
Representatives of Tattenhall Allotment Association, Alex Radley, Roger Johnson (Treasurer) and Carol Siddorn, gave a  presentation on establishing the allotments in Tattenhall, making the following points:-

· Tattenhall Allotments are private not supported by the Parish Council or any local authority.
· The association established their own rules, taking into account rules set by other authorities and associations.

· Rents are set to cover the costs of the enterprise.

· The Tattenhall allotments were first discussed by the Climate Change Group in Tattenhall. There are local authority allotments (6) at Gatesheath which had a long waiting list.

· The group had originally considered buying land but this was seen as a long drawn out process and group was not 100% confident about demand etc. It was therefore decided to rent some land.

· Group rents an acre from the Bolesworth Estate.

· There is a need to ensure the maximum use of the site, a standard plot (although there is no set rules) is around 250sqm, plots at Tattenhall are smaller 60sqm allowing a manageable sized plot for beginners and also to give the maximum number of the people the opportunity to have a plot.

· When looking for a suitable site the following should be taken into account:-

· Access for large vehicles including tractors to carry out work.

· Fencing – need to rabbit proof.

· Needs to be an open flat area.

· Disability access.

· Water Supply – likely to be metered although with agricultural tenancy charges would be for supply only.

· Space for additional things e.g. storage of equipment, composting area, notice boards

· Parking for those using the allotments, not necessarily on site.
· National Society of Allotments & Leisure Gardens Ltd. can provide a large amount of information and model documents including constitution, rules, leases, insurance.
· Large amount of information is available on the internet particularly the Wrexham authority site.
· Recommend visiting different allotments.

· Costs: - Rental of land, water supply, membership and insurance.

· Tattenhall charge £40 a year.

· Tattenhall holds open days to encourage community development.

· Rules include no individual sheds or green houses (no carpet) – make sure plots are productive & tidy.
· Access is required around plots particularly if there is a chance the plots are likely to be split.

· Those having an allotment sign an agreement which includes details of the rules. The committee has the right to remove members.
It was agreed the clerk would contact the Cholmondeley Estate and Cheshire Wildlife Trust to see if they have any land which could be considered.

It was also agreed a waiting list would be established and advertised in the No Mans Heath Village Voice, on the council’s website and at the Fun Day.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A resident from outside the Parish raised concerns about a new gateway being formed on Edge Lane. The clerk agreed she would look into the matter.
MINUTES

11/090 RESOLVED - That the Chairman signs the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

18th January 2011 as a true and proper record.

ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS
11/091 RESOLVED - That the council accept the accounts as circulated, page 47 of the Cash 

Book.

11/092 RESOLVED – That the council make the following payment:-
· Clerk’s Salary for 24th January 2011 to 28th March 2011 £456.00 plus £100.00 agreed reimbursements to cover general costs including mileage, telephone.
11/093 RESOLVED – That the council make the following payment:-

· Street Orderly’s redundancy payment.

11/094 RESOLVED – That the council make the following payment:-

· Honorarium is paid to the street orderly.
It was agreed that Item 7, Planning, be moved to the end of the agenda.
COUNCIL REPORT
The Council noted the contents of the report Pages 154 to 157 of the minutes book, the following outstanding matters were agreed:-

It was agreed that the council would respond to the letter from North West Ambulance Service highlighting the Council’s disappointment with the response.

That flyers would be produced for the April Parish Meeting to encourage greater public attendance. 

The clerk also reported the council tax bills had now been received by residents which showed a 0.2% increase on the Parish Council’s precept despite the Council precepting the same amount. This was due to the reduction in Band D properties in the ward, in future the Parish Council would need to set its precept on the number of Band D properties rather than as an overall level as has been the case previously.


QUESTIONAIRE

A number of minor adjustments were suggested for the questionnaire including the addition 

of a question asking residents if they would like an allotment.

It was agreed the questionnaire would be circulated in May after the elections so as not to clash with the census and political leafleting which is taking place.
WELCOME POSTCARD

The council agreed to create a welcome postcard which would be delivered to new residents, welcoming them to the area and also highlighting the Parish Council’s contact details and website.

PLANNING

The council noted the observations as recorded on page 52 of the Planning Register.  

The council agreed all planning applications received would be circulated in the usual manner and any comments forwarded to the clerk who will call an extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council if required.
The meeting closed at 21:15
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

7TH April 2011 at Bickley Coronation Hall

The Next scheduled meeting is the FIRST or ANNUAL MEETING
Tuesday 17th May 2011 at Edge Village Hall
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 21st March 2011.
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