Minutes of No Mans Heath & District Parish Council Meeting 
held at Bishop Heber High School

 8th November 2011
PRESENT

Chairman –Cllr. P. Guildford
	Cllr. H. Ackerley
	Cllr. H. Bolton
	Cllr. R. Dobson
	Cllr. P. Done

	Cllr. L. Greenwood
	Cllr. D. Hughes
	Cllr. F. Hughes
	Cllr. D. Lithgow Smith

	Cllr. P. Roberts
	Cllr. Robert Robertson
	
	



Members of Public & Parish 0
Clerk– Mrs. A. Wright 

APOLOGIES 

Cllr. J. Bailey – illness.
Cllr. D. Lithgow-Smith – late due to Scouts.

Cllr.  H. Wright – work.
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

None declared.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No items raised.
MINUTES

11/117 RESOLVED - That the Chairman sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

13th September 2011 as a true and proper record.


APPRAISAL
The chairman drew three winners from the fifty two people who entered the prize draw as part of the appraisal questionnaire, it was agreed the clerk should write to Blakes Farm Shop, The Wheatsheaf Inn and The Village Stores in No Mans Heath to thank them for the prizes they donated. The winners were as follows:-
Wheatsheaf Inn Voucher – S. Courtley, Hampton Heath

Blakes Farm Shop Vouncher – M. McGuire, No Mans Heath

Teachers Whisky – N. Richardson, Hetherson Green

The council considered the questionnaire results as on pages 174 to 185 of the minutes book. It was agreed the results should be forwarded to the relevant departments of CW&C, Cheshire Police and Cheshire Community Action.
It was noted that although there are statistics collected regarding improvements to Littlers’ Croft and play provision more work needs to be done to identify community needs in a more localised way. 
The results had included a request for a dog bin on Witney Lane which has been forwarded to CW&C street scene.

Requests were also made for public benches; CW&C street scene have agreed to provide two new benches in the next financial year if locations can be agreed. The council proposed two locations:-
1. Between Hampton Heath Roundabout and Hampton Heath Industrial Estate. 

2. Bickley Lane at the junction with the Sandstone trail.

It was agreed that the results should be posted on the parish Council’s website and included in an article in the next Village Voice newsletter.

It was agreed that the council would discuss the results further following the session on Neighbourhood Plans as this will inform how we take these results forward.
POPPY WREATH

11/118 RESOLVED – the council purchase a poppy wreath to be laid at the Remembrance Service 

at St. Wenefredes Church on Sunday 13th November at 10.45am.
BICKERTON BURIAL BOARD (Cllr. Lithgow-Smith)
Cllr. Lithgow-Smith reported that he had attended the last meeting of the burial board where 

it had been agreed that all correspondence from the board would be sent to the clerk including the minutes  and audited accounts.
It had been agreed at the meeting that the board would apply for funding from CW&C; if this grant is not awarded the parish council will have to consider providing this funding as will Broxton Parish Council. 

The clerk confirmed she had received copies of the statement of accounts and auditors certificate, but no further information had been provided as yet.

The meeting had agreed to raise fees over a two year period to match those of Malpas Cemetery.

During the discussion it was agreed that in future Councillors will take the lead on agenda topics and actions. It was agreed Cllr. Lithgow-Smith will lead on items related to Bickerton Burial Board.
ALLOTMENT (Cllr. Roberts)

Cllr. Roberts reported that he had visited a proposed site for the land allotments with the Chairman and the clerk, off Greenway /Logan’s Lane in Malpas (map page 186 of the minutes book). The field is 1.5acres with hedges on all sides and one large tree in the boundary hedge, there is good vehicle access.
‘Average’ plot sizes according the National Society of Allotments and Leisure Gardeners is 253 sqm and should be adequate to produce enough food or a family of four for twelve months, eighteen such plots could be accommodated on the field although it was also possible to vary sizes according to need.

It was noted that the average cost of a plot is around £25 to £35 per year although it was agreed the council was not seeking to make a profit from the allotments it was noted funding would be required to carryout improvements to the site.

Concerns were raised regarding the lack of water on the site although there was water to the neighbouring field and a possibility of having large bowsers on the site although there would be a charge for this.
It was noted that authorities providing allotments do not have a duty to provide water, fences or pathways.
It was agreed the clerk should contact the council’s insurance provider to see whether allotments would be covered by our existing policy.

Cllrs. Hughes and Roberts declared a personal interest in this item as they would like an allotment.

It was agreed a small working group should be established to consider this project and site in more detail including Cllrs. Dobson, Done, Guildford, Roberts and Robertson.
It was also agreed the clerk should contact the committee who run Tattenhall Allotments to arrange a visit to Tattenhall in addition to arranging another visit to the proposed site.

It was noted that as the field is in the Parish of Malpas the council would ask Malpas Parish Council if they would like to work in partnership to establish the allotments, however it was also agreed that if Malpas do not wish to get involved the Parish Council will proceed with the project alone.
ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS
11/119 RESOLVED – the council accept the accounts as circulated on page 56 of the cash book 

11/120 RESOLVED – That the council make the following payments Clerk’s Salary for period 19th 
September 2011to 7th November (inc.) £364.80 and RR Bookkeeping Services for payroll for 2010-2011.
The clerk informed councillors that she had been working with RR Book keeping services to get a penalty removed against the council for the late submission of the 2009-2010 P35. This had not been submitted as HMRC when contacted in that financial year had said the council did not need to registered as an employer and the council had received no information or paperwork on this matter until HMRC had phoned earlier this year. It had subsequently become clear the post had been sent to the wrong address. All owed tax had been paid by the clerk through self assessment this payment had now been allocated to the Parish Council. The clerk will keep the Council updated on this matter.

PLANNING

The council noted the observations as recorded on pages 62 of the Planning Register.  

It was noted that application 11/02498/FUL, Conversion of barn to new dwelling, Edge Grange which was refused by CW&C has been taken to appeal by the applicant.
The meeting closed at 20:25
NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

17TH January 2012 at Bishop Heber High School.
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ………………………..

Ann Wright 9th November  2011.
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